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FINAL EXAMINATION

QUESTION I

In his 1990book TheProblems ofJurisprudence,JudgeRichardPosnerwrote,“The natural
law project hasneverrecoveredfrom what Nietzschecalled the death of God (at the handsof
Darwin).” Basedon yourknowledgeofAmericanlegal history,assesswhetherPosner’sclaim is true,
in wholeor in part.

QUESTIONII

“In his multivolumework We.thePeopk,BruceAckermanclaimsthat therehavebeenthree
‘transformative’periodsin American legal history. The first, of course,wasthe foundingof the
UnitedStates,assymbolizedby theratification oftheConstitution.Thesecondtransformativeperiod
wastheCivil War, symbolizedin law by thepassageofthe 13th, 14th and 15th amendmentsto the
Constitution.The third transformation,in Ackerman’sview, wastheresolutionoftheconstitutional

• crisisof 1937.Theproblemwith Ackerman’speriodizationis thatAmericanlegalhistory cannotbe
understoodwithout someassessmentofthepivotal natureofthechangesin law, includingthelegal
profession,that beganin 1870” Discussboth Ackerman’sclaim and thecricitism of Ackerman’s
claim as incomplete.

END OF EXAM

.


