
ESSAYQUESTION

(20minutes)

Warren Peaseandhis friend, lita Mann, had been to the SanAntonio Stock Show &

Rodeo,andwereon theirway to the Pig Standfor a late-night snackwhen Warren’s pickup truck

startedmakingclankingnoises.Warreneasedinto theparkinglot oftheStop‘N Robto check

under the hood. As he wasgazingat themazeofwires andmysteriouscomponents,a police

officer who had beendrinking coffeein theconveniencestore cameover and asked what the

problem was. Warren told him thetruck wasmaking a noise,but he thought it would be OK to

drive. He thankedthe officer,saidgoodnight,andgotinto thetruckto drive off.

As he startedto leave,the officer yelled, “Hey buddy, hang onjust a minute. What’s this

you got back here in the bed?” Warrenturnedoff thetruckandgot out to seewhat the problem

was. Theofficerwaspeeringinto the truckbedatabox 11*11 ofglassware. “Is this dope

paraphernaliayours?”,heasked.Warrensaid,“That stuff ismine,butit’s justlab glasswarefor

thechemistryclassI teach. “Yeah,right,” repliedtheofficer. “You cantell thatstoryto the

judge. Putyourhandson the truck.”

Warrenwashandcuffedandplacedin the patrol car. His truck wassearched,andapistol

wasfound underthefront seat. Hewaschargedwith possessionofdrugparaphernaliaand

unlawfully carryingaweapon.You havebeenretainedto representhim. What arguments will

you make; when,andin what form will you makethem; what do youexpecttheprosecutorto

arguein response;how do you expectthecourt to rule;andwhy.
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